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Notes from the Farm
If you were starting from scratch and given a blank sheet of paper it is very unlikely that you would construct
the Duchy of Cornwall as an organisation. When things evolve slowly over a very long period of time they
sometimes acquire a slightly absurd aspect like a duck-billed platypus yet still manage to operate effectively
in their own environment. Any organisation that has been around for 700 years must have learnt how to
balance continuity and change, and I am sure it will soon adapt to the new circumstances.
Charles (known to everyone in the Duchy as ‘The Boss’) was the longest serving Duke of Cornwall, putting
his very personal imprint on it for over half a century. Many of his views on farming and rural affairs used to
seem slightly eccentric or coloured with a romantic nostalgia, but now in some ways seem quite foresighted
and respected. Yet in a way that seems like a throwback to the Duchy’s origins in the brutal world of
medieval politics, quite abruptly on the 8th of September he was gone.
A few days later we had a formal notice that our landlord is now His Royal Highness The Prince William
Arthur Philip Louis Prince of Wales, Duke of Cornwall, Rothesay and Cambridge, Earl of Carrick and
Strathearn, Baron of Renfrew, Baron Carrickfergus, Lord of the Isles, Prince and Great Steward of Scotland.
They omitted to list that he is also Earl of Chester, but I don’t think we should quibble and I might just call
him ‘Bill’.
Prince William has been shadowing his father in his Duchy work for a little while, and we have been told to
expect some changes of emphasis but not of direction. Apparently there has already been one edict from the
new Duke, that Duchy officials are no longer expected to wear ties in council meetings. The Duchy really has
come a long way from the Black Prince in his suit of armour in 1337.
Justin Adams

Helliars Lane / Marshway Corner - Bus Saga Latest
Having written to both First Group (The Buses of Somerset) and
the Schools Transport Team at County Hall the response has been
a deafening silence – not even an acknowledgement.
I would pass it on to my MP but he is rather off the scene right now
and maybe it is too late to make a difference. I realise there are
more pressing issues this winter for families and individuals than a
tree or pot hole and the situation in Westminster puts things into
perspective.
The corner by the Maple tree is a mess and getting worse – no
doubt at some point a few buckets of tarmac will be thrown into the
mess and hold up for a while. We will see what transpires.
Many thanks to those who took the time to respond to my article in the last B&C and the offer received to
have a gaze at a mature Field Maple in their garden any time I liked.
The picture is not a Bus of Somerset but you get the point!
Chris Marks
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Atacama Desert Race
A few people have asked me to talk about a recent event I took part in alongside Nicky Chrascina from Curry
Mallet.

On 25th September, Nicky and I, and five other friends flew out to the Atacama Desert in Chile, the driest
desert on the planet, to take part in an endurance ultra-marathon multi stage race across the Atacama
Desert. It involved us running 155miles over 6 days carrying all our own kit including meals for this time, the
only thing that was provided for us was a tent each evening and water replenished for drinking and
cooking…no washing for 6 days!
The differences between day and night temperature was
astounding, during the day although the temperature was only
late 20’s C (much lower than anticipated!) it felt much hotter
because it is so dry . The night time temperature dropped to
as low as -7 C. Thankfully as soon as the sun appeared it
was instantly hot but there was very little or no shade during
the day.
The average back pack that we carried, including 1.5 litres of
water, was just under 10kg, the idea being that each day when
you had finished your rehydrated food allocation (minimum of
2000 calories a day) your pack would in theory weigh lighter,
however this was not the case, as each day you got fatigued it
appeared the same weight until the last day!
The race was meant to be split into 20 plus miles for 3 days, but unfortunately on the
3rd day we were evacuated for a rare sandstorm that hit late afternoon. Due to safety
of competitors and the fact the sandstorm lasted into the next day we had a forced rest
day and a quick re shuffle of the course. This meant we then had another 24 mile day
before having just a day to complete the “long march” which was just over 42 miles
with the last person coming into camp at 1am. It did however mean we had a much
needed later start on the Saturday with just short of 5 miles to go. We were then
greeted at the finish line with a much appreciated beer and pizza, which was a bit
strange when you are in the middle of the desert!
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Whereas I was grateful to finish the race and be able to get to the hotel for the first shower in 6 days, I was
quite sad it was over. The adventure had been booked 4 years ago but had to be put off because of Covid,
but we managed to do what we set out to do. I was placed as 3rd lady and 28th overall out of 120
international competitors, the winning lady was from Columbia and second
lady from Canada. Nicky and our other friends also did amazing with all of
us finishing reasonably unscathed.
The terrain everyday was very different and not as most would assume of
the desert. Day 2 was probably my favourite! There were 3 miles of freezing
river crossing in slot canyons followed by a hike up an old Inca trading road
to the top of a very rocky hill with a phenomenal downhill on an enormous
sand dune…the views at the top were breath taking.
We then had days where we crossed desolate, gritty, grey dusty plateau’s,
where at times I could see no one in
front or behind, although bleak it was
stunning in its own way. You couldn’t
help think that it was like the surface
of the moon. Maybe that could be the
next adventure!
We crossed salt flats which could be
razor sharp, but other times collapsed as you stood on them. We also
passed the stunning salt lakes and ran through valley of the moon
where the film “The Martian” was filmed. The night sky was so
beautiful with very clear constellations; unfortunately one of the
biggest observatories in the world was still shut due to Covid so we could not visit.

It was such a wonderful adventure, although challenging,
but I thoroughly enjoyed the race, the country and
changing scenery each day. Not sure I would do it again
though!
Thanks to all of you that supported me
and sent best wishes. Thankfully no
more seeing me running around
Beercrocombe and Curry Mallet with a
bright yellow backpack on which
definitely generated some strange looks.
Selina Jervis (Beercrocombe)
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Curry Mallet School has some things to celebrate!
Sporting success
Last week we took part in a football tournament. We went
to Huish Astroturf after school on Monday. We played 5
matches and won them all except 1 that we drew. Jayden
said our attacking play was good and our skills were
better than last game. It was noted that our teamwork and
communication was fantastic. Hambridge and High Ham
matches were the hardest to play as their No 7 player
was full of tricks. Archie said defence was solid and stood
up to their attackers. Heathcliff added that we had good
shots on goal and tackles. We were really happy to come
2nd in this tournament. Thank you to the coach for
supporting us at the match.
Archie, Finley, Jack, Jayden, Heathcliff, Sam and Harriet
(in goal).
Netball Match at Huish School on Monday 10th October 2022
We attended the netball match at Huish where we played
3 matches of 7 min half times.
First, we played Hambridge School who we beat by 8
goals. Then we played Charlton Mackerell whose defence
was very strong as they pivoted well after catching the
ball. We lost that game but learn from it and drew against
Long Sutton in our final game.
Overall we came 2nd and we thank Mrs Sparks for her
coaching and Kathryn Rowland for helping us at Huish.
Also, we thank Huish School for having us.
We loved playing Netball for our school and hope to play
again soon.
Maisie, Megan, Amy, Bonnie, Heathcliff, Sam, Evie Tylin and Cora
In the summer term Curry Mallet Church of England Primary School was awarded United Against
Bullying BRONZE School status. The children have worked really hard to achieve this award- here’s what
the judges said:
Firstly, thank you for all the work you’ve done on the
United Against Bullying (UAB) programme. We
were completely blown away by the amount of work
done by schools to reduce bullying and improve
wellbeing for pupils and I’m delighted to announce
that we’re awarding you United Against
Bullying BRONZE School status - congratulations!
This is not an easy award programme and you
should be incredibly proud of what you have
achieved! For context, we had 217 schools
complete the programme with 4% achieving Gold,
32% Silver, 49% Bronze and 15% a certificate of
participation.

This certifies that:

Curry Mallet Primary

...........................................................................................

is a United Against Bullying Bronze School and has demonstrated
its commitment to stopping bullying and improving the
wellbeing of its pupils.

Signed:

Date:

This year we plan to continue with the program –
hopefully we might achieve silver or even gold!
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Curry Mallet Church News.
Harvest Thanksgiving at All Saints was held on the evening of
Sunday 2nd October. It was led by Revd Dave Wilkie, a visiting
Curate, taking his first Harvest service during his rural training in the
Seven Sowers Benefice. Both he and Revd Joanna thanked
everyone for decorating the Church with flowers, fruit and veg, and
the hand made decorated sheaves of local wheat. Curry Mallet
Primary School children had produced art work which was displayed
around the Church. During the service fruits of the harvest were
presented by farmers and villagers for blessings, and traditional
harvest hymns were sung. Soup and Bread was enjoyed after the
service. Donated non-perishable food was distributed between the
Ilminster foodbank and the Taunton foodbank, and gratefully received by both.

Dates for the Diary.
Remembrance Sunday 13th November Hatch Beauchamp War Memorial 10.45.
Sunday 20th November Curry Mallet Church Worship 4 All 10am.
Sunday 27th November Thurlbear Church Advent Candle light Carol Service 4pm.
Sunday 11th December Curry Mallet Church Carol Service 6pm with Mulled wine and Mince pies.
Saturday 24th December Christmas Eve Midnight Service Hatch Beauchamp Church.
Sunday 25th December Christmas Day service 10am Beercrocombe Church.
2023
Sunday 1st January Holy Communion Curry Mallet Church 10am.
Sunday 22nd January Plough Service Curry Mallet Church 7pm followed by Soup and Bread.

The late Queens condolence books from the parish
council and the Seven Sowers Benefice that were
set up in the Church.

Mike Bawler - Church Warden.
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Curry Mallet Community Activities
Community Resilience
In common with 100 or so other engaged individuals from the County’s towns and villages, I recently
attended the annual ‘Somerset Prepared’ “Community Resilience Day”, organised by the County Council’s
Civil Contingencies Unit, with support from the Environment Agency, Devon and Somerset Fire & Rescue,
Somerset Rivers Authority, Spark, Somerset Wildlife Trust and other agencies:
Due to the pandemic restrictions, this was the first gathering in person since October 2019, and there was
much uplifting commentary on initiatives undertaken by active parish councils to support their local
communities during the privations and disruptions caused by the lockdowns. Attendees were reminded that
power-cuts were more likely over this forthcoming winter period and that the recent cost of living increases
would have a disproportionate effect for more vulnerable members of communities. These impacts, as well
as the continuing virus threat and climate-change weather effects, indicate that communities need to remain
readily responsive to threats to their normal ways of life. Much was said about local councils needing to
update and to test the validity of their ‘Emergency Plan’, determining the major risks to people and
infrastructure, the best ways of communicating with their folk and identifying the resources locally available
to them, - both personnel and equipment.
People were advised not to discard their fixed-wire telephones, since they will continue to work in the
absence of electricity supply, whereas ‘hands-free’ and mobile ‘phones need frequent recharging. Likewise,
in the event of a sudden evacuation from your home, be sure to have your house insurance details with you,
in addition to the more obvious items in your ‘Flood Kit’. (I’ll circulate the Environment Agency’s updated
‘Personal Flood Plan’ to those on my NHW listing). Flooding due to poorly maintained ditches and drainage
channels was noted yet again; local people can help themselves and others living nearby by ensuring that
the roadside gullies are kept free from leaves, mud, straw and other debris. Some years ago, a house on
Top Road was flooded because run-off water couldn’t drain away through the near-by gully being blocked.
Virtual reality head-sets brought along by the Fire Service provided a graphic appreciation of the hazards
arising from accidental falling into fast-flowing cold water. Their manual dexterity test equipment simulated
the slowing of vehicle-driver reaction-times under the influence of alcohol. Householders were
recommended to keep their three-word unique location reference close by their ‘phone,
(https://what3words.com), as the Emergency Services now utilise this means of identification. When first we
arrived in Curry Mallet, there were 3 houses entitled ‘The Bungalow’ and many residences have their house
names obscured by vegetation, thereby hindering identification in times of urgent need. As well as keeping
work-surface toasters well away from the underside of wall cupboards (the heat from a toaster can give rise
to scorching of the cupboard base), the fire officer instanced a case of chair fabric becoming scorched by the
focussing of the sun’s rays through a crystal decanter placed on the window ledge. A similar result can be
achieved through focussing sunlight from a
concave mirror placed facing the sun
The Resilience Day provided an opportunity
to thank officers from the County Council
and the Environment Agency who,
historically, had awarded grants to Curry
Mallet for flood mitigation measures.

Curry Moor pictured from North Curry
churchyard in January 2014.

6

Villages Newsletter
Adieu to Frank
Among the several sadnesses visited recently upon this parish, I note and mourn the
passing in August of Frank Hawkins of Banker’s Castle, aged 85; in recent years
following a fall, Frank had not enjoyed good health, - in contrast to his earlier life when
motor bikes were a major preoccupation. On his model 6 Sunbeam, a pre-war racer
“with a reputation for reliability and stamina”, - qualities which could also be
attributed to Frank, he undertook the gruelling and dangerous Isle of Man TT Race.
He owned and maintained several prestige bikes, including Ariel, BMW ‘Boxer’ and
Matchless. At the funeral service, Ian noted that his Dad’s attributes included skilful
yet occasionally maverick shot-play for his local pub’s bar-billiards team. Throughout
the decade of their time here in Curry Mallet prior to his fall, Frank provided unstinting
support to Celia in pursuance of her many activities for the community, - particularly in
preparing for the annual Plant Sale and during her churchwardenship at All Saints’
Church.
Godfrey

Curry Mallet & Beercrocombe Short Mat Bowls Club is looking for new members!
Why not come along to Curry Mallet & Beercrocombe Village Hall on a
Thursday evening at 7:15 and give it a go for free! We’d be very
pleased to see you, everyone’s welcome! The club offers 3 weeks free
trial so you can work out if it’s right for you or
not. After that and if you want to join, it’s £3
per night. We are a sociable club with our
own annual competition and subsidised
social events for members. We occasionally
meet up for ‘friendly’ matches with other local
clubs both at home and away.
We play most Thursdays, but it’s best to give
our club secretary Jane a ring to check that we haven’t got an away match, or just
to get more information on: 07850 721175

Hold the date: 17th February 2023
The next TakeArt event in the village hall will feature up and coming folk duo
Janice Burns and Jon Doran.
Look out for posters nearer the time, or find more details in the next edition of
the Beer and Curry Newsletter.
If you would like to be on our email circulation list (only used to publicise
events arranged by the Villages Entertainments Committee) please contact
Patsy Wallace: patsyjwallace@gmail.com

“Beer and Curry Takeaway” is your quarterly Newsletter. Views expressed in this edition are not necessarily
those of the editorial team or its sponsoring parish councils. Copyright, unless otherwise stated, is that of the
newsletter or the individual authors. We do not accept liability for the content or accuracy of the newsletter
including that of the advertisers.
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VILLAGE HALL, VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Could you spare some time to keep our Village Hall looking nice and tidy?
This year we have been improving the hall facilities for the community and our users. We
have had the floor of the main hall refurbished, so it not only looks better but is also less
slippery for indoor sports use as well as easier to keep clean. We have just installed new
carpets in the committee room and hallway. We have replaced locks to make the hall
more secure and are currently repainting the external woodwork to protect it from the
winter weather. We have also installed free WiFi for our users , as this is now something
expected in community spaces.
However, there is always lots to do to keep the hall and its surrounding grounds looking
attractive. The members of the village hall committee organise
regular working parties for things such as gardening and decorating. But there are only
a few of us, so if you could spare some time to help us that would be fantastic. If you
feel that you could help and become a “friend of the village hall” then please send us
your contact details and we will be in touch.
Send contact details to saunders_martin@hotmail.com
Many thanks in anticipation
Frances Saunders, Chair of CMBVH

BOOKS AND BAPS AT THE VILLAGE HALL
SATURDAY 26th NOVEMBER 10am-1pm
The Village Hall is holding a fund raising event on the morning of the
26th November. We will be selling books, CDs, DVDs etc as well as
bacon, sausage or veggie baps and hot drinks, cooked expertly in our
kitchen by the Village Hall Committee team. Please come and
support us and meet up at the hall.
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As I write the sun is still streaming through the window albeit the temperatures are not quite what we saw
during our dry hot summer. Many of us will be hoping this Indian summer lasts as long as possible so we
can delay turning on the central heating. Nevertheless, one certainty is that all receive a warm welcome at
our friendly WI.
We reconvened our meeting in September with a talk by David Sutcliffe who entertained us with ‘Popular
Music in Edwardian Somerset’. This proved to be most interesting as we listened to turn of the century
‘pop’ which included playing a record on a wind up gramophone. David covered the different genres of music
from folk to music hall which members thoroughly enjoyed. Towards the end of September, following Dr
Karen Stead Dexter’s talk in June about the History of Falconry a visit was arranged for some of our
members to see Karen’s ‘Flying in Nature’ programme at her Birds of Prey Sanctuary, Feedback
confirmed it was fascinating and everyone was given the opportunity to handle one of the birds (wearing a
gauntlet naturally!)
An ‘open’ meeting in October provided the opportunity for members to learn more about the ‘School in a
Bag’ project. Luke Simon proved to be an enthusiastic speaker about the charity that supplies backpacks
for school children affected by disaster. Members were able to purchase small items or even buy a bag to
donate. Also this month, eight members joined Janet Seaton, Chair of Langport and District in a guided
walk around Langport where they learnt much about the history of important buildings and the people who
made a significant contribution to the growth of the town. There is even a royal connection with Margaret
Beaufort (Henry VII’s mother) who owned manorial land which included Langport.
At our November meeting we look forward to welcoming Dr Francis Burroughs who will share with us ‘In
the Mood: Story of my mother, an army nurse’. The anecdotes will cover her journey from Chorley to the
West Country and Dachau.
December is a celebratory meeting with a joint birthday and Christmas party and members sharing food and
socialising. Additionally, this year we will have a quiz and entertainment provided by Brian Phelps with ‘By
Hook or By Crook – he’s gone for a Burton’. I suspect we will all be learning a little more about the many
sayings we all use in everyday life.
Our New Year gets off to a flying start with our January meeting and a talk entitled ‘Be Yourself and say it
with ease’ given by our guest speaker Caroline Gulliford. This promises to be a light hearted talk about how
we use our voices.
Throughout the year HBWI does a food bank collection at our meetings and with feedback from the
Taunton foodbank we are able to tailor what we bring to meet the shortfalls of required items. Each month
the response from our members is excellent which is heartening in these difficult times of inflation and
spiralling costs.
We have a varied programme of events and talks throughout the year. If you are interested in joining or just
finding our more about us contact Ann Norman, HBWI Secretary on 01823 481843. We welcome women
of all ages at our meetings which commence at 19:15 on the second Thursday of each month at Hatch
Beauchamp Village Hall.
Val Dale

Beer & Curry Takeaway
Have your say - let us all know what’s going on in and around our villages the next quarter!!.
Deadline for next edition is Friday 20th January 2023.
Email: iberryorchard@gmail.com
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Follow us on social media:

For more information, visit our website at
www.route1advocacy.co.uk
Route1businesssupportadmin@somerset.gov.uk
01749 822801

Please contact us and we will arrange a short visit or call to explain more and discus
your options.

Your volunteering can be arranged to suit your availability. Your life experience will be
highly valued and you will be trained and supported in developing key skills.

What is an Advocate?
An Advocate is an independent person who can offer one-to-one support to children
and young people to have their voice heard when meetings are taking place
concerning their wellbeing. It’s the role of the Advocate to speak up for the young
person, make them aware of their rights, listen to them and represent their views,
wishes and feelings. Why not join our bank of advocates? You chose when you’re
available.

In Somerset our intention is to encourage the relationship
between the Independent Visitor and young person to
continue beyond care. This way the care leavers continue
to benefit from support, while making the transition to
young adulthood. Independent Visitors are highly valued
by the young people as they may be the only person
involved in their lives who is not paid to be there.

What is an Independent Visitor?
Independent Visitors are volunteers who befriend and
spend time with a child or young person who is in the
care of the Local Authority. By law all local authorities
have to provide an Independent Visitor service.

You can help children and young people understand their rights
and ensure that their views, wishes and feelings are heard.

Volunteer to be an Independent Visitor or Advocate for
children in Somerset.
These are fascinating and inspiring opportunities, which can
bring real benefits to vulnerable children and young people.
(Travel and reasonable expenses are reimbursed.)
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Nick Girone Maddocks and his band present:
“British South Western and other Musical
adventures”
Live at Curry Mallet and Beercrocombe Village Hall
Friday November 18th at 8.00 pm

Renowned Somerset musicians and former Thunderbridge Bluegrass founders Nick GironeMaddocks and Jules Bushell are set to return to Curry Mallet on Friday November 18th.
In a new venture, songwriter Nick’s latest CD, and much of his solo and Thunderbridge backcatalogue, are being performed by his new trio, which features Jules on bass and double bass,
and Glen Davey on drums. Nick handles all the singing and guitar duties in a contrasting
performance of two sets – one acoustic and one electric.
Having had their musical adventures put on ‘hold’ due to the pandemic, the trio are so pleased
to be out gigging again.
“It’s what we do!” said Nick, who is a familiar face around the region's music scene. “Whether
it’s to a huge festival crowd, or a smaller Arts Centre audience, we love performing and getting
these songs out there to some new ears!”
The sets comprise Nick’s solo compositions with some re-worked Thunderbridge material
thrown in for good measure. “We will also be playing tunes from our latest CD “British
Southwestern”, Nick said. “There’s some country, blues, rock n roll and all sorts in between.”
For more information, check out the band’s Facebook page at facebook.com/nickgmsolo

Tickets cost £10 and are available from:
By phone: 077888 17619 / 01823 481441
In person: Curry Mallet Post Office and Stores
There will be a cash bar at this event – please note that we are not able to
process card sales
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Village Quiz
Curry Mallet & Beercrocombe Village Hall
Friday 20th January 7.30pm
Come and support raising funds for our villages.
Only £5 per person - includes Ploughman’s Supper.
Bring your own drinks.
Quizmaster - Chris Marks

*Important*
Please register your 4 person team with either: Graham Harvey: 01823 480791 or
Chris Marks: 01823 481441
Before Wednesday 18th January.
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